
Lafayette School Corporation High Ability Program 
Identification Plan 

 
I. Identification 

A. Students are identified for the High Ability Program at any time during the school 
year when recommended by a parent, teacher, or themselves. 

B. Program identification occurs and uses the following instruments: 
i. Kindergarten (based on potential) – In June before entering 

kindergarten 
1. Parents are asked to fill out a checklist when registering their 

student. 
2. A parent meeting is held to describe the program to parents in 

April and parents sign up for a testing time. 
3. Students are tested by the program assistant using the K-BIT-2 
4. Parents are notified of student acceptance 
5. During the school year, October, all K students are given the 

CogAT Screener. 
6. The top 20% of K students on the Screener will be given the 

CogAT Battery with parent permission and teacher 
recommendation. 

ii. Grade One (based on potential) – in May of their kindergarten year 
1. All kindergarten teachers are asked to rank all of their students 

in January/February. 
2. Parents of nominated students are invited to a meeting to learn 

about the program in March. 
3. In late April or early May building counselors are given a list 

of potential high ability students to test with the Otis-Lennon 
School Ability Test. 

4. A committee meets to identify students for the first grade 
program. Typically, the committee identifies students who 
have scored in the 7th-9th stanines on the Otis-Lennon test and 
considers information provided by the parent and the student. 

iii. Grades 2-4 (based on achievement and potential) 
1. In grade one all teachers are asked to tank each of their 

students on high ability characteristics. In grades 2 and 3 
teachers are asked to nominate potential students. 

2. All students in grade one are given an Otis-Lennon School 
Ability Test. Students who score in the 8th and 9th stanine and 
teacher nominated students who score in at least the 7th stanine 
are considered for achievement testing with the Metropolitan 
Achievement Test (grade 1, and/or the SAGES or NWEA 
achievement tests (grades 2,3). Students must have parent 
permission to participate in testing. 



3. A parent meeting is held to explain the program. 
4. A committee meets to review student test data and other 

information provided by parents and students. Typically, 
students are identified if they score in the 8th or 9th stanines on 
an ability test and have achievement scores in the 90th 

percentile and above on a standardized achievement test. 
iv. Intermediate School/Junior High School (achievement and ability) 

1. Teachers are asked to nominate students for the intermediate 
school challenge program. Parents often recommend their 
students. 

2. In 4th grade the Otis-Lennon test is given to all 4th graders.  If a 
student scores in the 8th or 9th stanine, they are recommended 
for further testing. An achievement test (NWEA) is given to 
all students. 

3. In 6th grade, the Otis-Lennon is given to all 6th graders.  If a 
student scores in the 8th or 9th stanine, they are recommended 
for further testing. An achievement test (NWEA) is also given 
to all students. 

4. A committee meets in the spring to consider test scores, 
parent/student information, grades, etc. Typically, students 
who score in the 88th percentile to the 94th percentile with 
ability scores in the 115-124 range are recommended for the 
Challenge Classes while students who score in the 95th 

percentile and above on achievement and in the 125 and above 
range on an ability measure qualify for EXCEL classes. Other 
factors such as recommendations, motivation, grades, student 
preference are also considered. 

5. Each teacher is asked to recommend additional students in 
grades 5-7 that might benefit from high ability programming. 
Achievement and ability testing are done if necessary but past 
standardized test scores, grades, ISTEP+ scores in the Pass+ 
range, are also considered. Students must have 3 pieces of data 
to qualify for programming. 

v. Students in grades 9-12 (self-selection) 
1. Students in grades 9-12 self-select honors and AP courses. 
2. Counselors are asked to fill out a form to “identify” students 

based on grades, teacher recommendations, past test scores, 
ISTEP+ scores, etc. Students must have 3 data points to be 
identified as high ability. 


